Vil Plaza Club, 2
fracticral rm."'.r_'r':!'l['-
development an the

site of the tormer

Wail Village Inn, will ba
comprised of 38 res

3 spa and fit-

ness centar and two

now restaurants
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Vail, Unveiled

Face-lift meets ski lift at the classic Colorado ski resort

When the first lifts urned ac Vaidl back
on December 15, 1962, the ockets were
free, but the snow was so sparse that the
number of people ridmg the hfts for
the scenic view outmumbered the skiers,
Crotics eried that the new mountain
would never succeed because it was too
flat and oo sunmv—but that 15 exactly
what the skiing public desired. Tired of
steep and icy terrain, skiers flocked o
Vail, and by 1969 the resort was Col-
orado’s most popular skl mountain.

Today, Vail is America’s largest ski

resort, touting more than 5,200 acres of

skiable terran and attracting more than

1.5 million visitors each winter.

FALL 2005

With 15 wide-open bowls, bluehird
skies and far-reaching views of the
Bocky Mountams, Vaal

beautiful, but it alse has an ugly side.

15 certainly

Built in a hurry to accommeodate the ski
boom in 1969, Lionshead, one of the
resort’s three base areas, has never heen
heralded for its architecture. Mostly a
collection of styleless conerete builldings
anel imstantly outdated hotels, Lionshead
garnered a reputaton for being the
homely stepsister o Vail Village, wath 1ts
madern

Bavarnan quaintness and the

Golden Peak. “Lionshead needed a big
tme tace-lift,” says Tim Harrngton, a

47 -vear-old Denver resident who has

BY KIM FREDERICKS

been skung at Vail since he was 8 years
old, He has warched Vail change dramat
wcally over the years, seen it add new hits
and sizable parcels of terram, such as the
opemng of 645 acres m Blue Sky Basin
i1 20000, “As a2 child [ used to think Vail
was the best place in the world to ski,
and [ stll think that,” Harringron says.
Dretermined o keep such a mindset
rooted m the psyche of s loyal skaers,
YVl Roesorts, the company that owns the
ski resort and several others in Col
orade, pumped more than $125 mulhon
1N |"|'||_'|r|]"|||"'.l_t Efles ﬁk'l ITIHOUNENTT OVEeT
the past decade While irs rrails and ter-
rain received renewed pampering, Vail’s
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Right An cverdiew of
Vail Valley, nome to
thaz rmos) viscbed ski

sesart in the country
Balow: Cne Willow
Gridge Road, Sonnen
alp Resorts future
condominium devel-
coment, will cffer
whole and fractianal
eanniers full hote! sene-

Ices and amenities

base infrastrictiane was starting to show i

wre, Hotel and condo interiors had begun
tor lose thewr tresh appearance and exteri-
ors shovved wear and tear, The Vail Cas-
cade Motel combated the aging process

by embarking on a $20 nullion renova-

don, Sprucing up their puest moots and
common aress. A few ather horels fol
lowved suie, bt it wasn'T unal 2005 chat
the cranstormation started 1o gther speed

Varl Resorts was planning i own
extreme makeover, a project dubbed
Wl MNew 1

wiould reach 5300 malhon

Dawn, d the final ll
Lannshead
would be completely revitalized, Vail
Village would be refined, and the rwa
arcas would become harmoniously

linked

the resort ties to the Lionshead name

I'he firse stepr would be to crase

and replace it with Vil Square,*We are
getting rid of the concrete look that
Laonshead was associated with and are
trying o meld the teo areas oo one
COTUTLIILY, SIys Jack Hunn, senior vice
president for Vatl Resorts Development

1

|]'_:_'||_':_‘|I_' 4 Centerpicee |"-l||.i||||f.'_

The Lionshead pordon of the project

called the Arrabelle, The new structure
Rock

Hoesort Totel and spa, 70 condomim-

will howse 3 39-room luxury

urns and 35 000 square feet of space for
recail, restaumants and sk services. An
rink will draw

imitdoar wce-skacis

i

visitars 10 the winter and wall be used
in summer a5 an amphicheater for
concerts and events, Heated walkways
throughout both villages wall ensure

CIGAL 100 One ¢ver \'li]“ On we

En route to Vail Villyge along Gore
Creek (the waterway thar winds along the
base of Vail Mounoin) s Gore Creek
Mace. This development of 163,500 to
+AHsquare-toot townhomes s nested
creckside and 5 within walking distance
of the Eagle Bahn gondola. A stroll o
nearby Forest Place reveals the maost
exclusive development at Lionshead: A
collecton of tour smgle-family homes

will be constructed on a seven-acre site
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FALL 2005



FRONT ELEVATION

The planned Ledge at
vall Chalets, 13 ski-
inaki-out residences
wilh view af the Gore
Range, will each be
approximately & 000

scqunne feet in se.
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VAIL, UNVEILED

at the bottom of the Sumba ski run,
offering ski-in/ski-out access and the

chance o own one of the largest slope-
side residences at Vail. These 12,0040
square-foor homes will also tp at the
cetling of Vails real estate marker with
their $14 mullion to $16 million price ags.

In Vail Village, the resort compamy
plans o overhaul the area adjacent o
the Vista Bahn lift, Viuls m

I IO T
artery. Here, the company will construct
a new 20 000-square-foot building for
ski services, creatng a one-stop place for
skiers to buy nckets, rent equipment and
sigm up for ski school, The Val Alpine
Club will cater to 500 members wath a
private lounge, concierge services, ski
valet, lockers, spa services and reserved
underground parking. The resort com-
panys most ambitious projece in Vail
Village will be the overhaul of its signa-
re property, the Lodge ar Vil Newly
renovated rooms. 4 much-needed
11, 000-square-foot full-service spa, a
heated outdoor pool and a residennal
element are part of the plan. Soon those
who missed out on reserving 2 resi-
dence at the Arnbelle or Gore Creek
can ey o secure one of the Lodge at
Vail Chalets, a collection of 13 chalets
touting spacious 4 0D00-square-foot
plans and a ski-in/ski-out location
While Vanl's $500 mullion project is a
sizable undertaking, it represents only
half of the development that s planned

or underway. The tlly from a slew of

redevelopment projects in the works by

FaLL Z005

private investors adds up to another
S50 million. The fnal polish comes
from the town of Vail, which has dedi
cated $60 million for public improve-
ments, including a new convention
center and improved streetscapes incor
i‘u'\r.thnl_’ whler r-E'.ll.'l."L'\.. '.!I-.n\'r11l.‘|t sr-
faces and arcwork.

Three adjacent hotel projects wall
also hring new frcononal and whole-
ownership oppormunites o the village.
The Sonnenalp, one of Vails most lux
urious resorts, 15 adding 40 new rooms
and suites and has razed is Swiss Hotel
& Spa building to make way for One
Willow Bridge Road, a collection of 22
residences to be sold as full and ractional
ownerships, offered in one-seventh
shares. The property will provide is
owners with underground parking, pri-
vate dining facilities, pool, concierge,

housekeeping and privileged access to

SOURCES

> Vail Resorts, Slifer Smith &
Frampton Real Estate, BA6 639 5245,
970479 0245, wwwwr.newvail.com

> One Willow Bridge Road,
Sonnenalp Resort of Vail,
970.477.5757,
wwaw,onevillowbsidaemad.com

> Vail Plaza Club, B66.371 2582,
wwwevailplazaciub,.com

the Sonnenalp golf club. Neighboring
the Sonnenalp, the Vil Plaza Club rakes
a fresh approach to fractional owner-
ship by offering shares of at least rwo
weeks, “'We are catering to the vaca-
noner who s looking for guaranteed
tme,” says Pat Mitchell, prinaipal pan-
ner and director of sales for the Tandem
Group, the developer of the project. Ies
38 residences will be complemented by
a spa and finess center, and two new
restaurants will add to Vails already
bustlimg culinary scene. The third new
project to grace this corner of Vail Vil-
lage. replacing the current Chateau at
Vail, 15 rumored 10 be a 118-room, 22-
resadence fractional project 1_'-prr.|1;c.i Ty
the Four Scasons

T'he Qurry of acuvity offers vacation-
home buyers a very rare window of
opportumiry: the chance o secure a
PETITENENT O Part-tme spot at one of
the worlds best ski resorts,

For Harringron, the decision 1o buay a
condo at the Arrabelle was not an isue,
but getning a reservaton was. He placed
his naume in a lottery with more than 500
other buyers who were vving for one of
the 71} residences. 'l threw my name in
the hat and gor lucky,” says Harmington,
He reserved a 2,7{W-square-foot three-
bedroom e on the fifth floor tha
faces the mowntain, From there, he can

hold 1ts edge among the world’s elite
skiing destnnations, just as he has done §
since he began skiing there in 1967, & 8

continue to watch YVl as it strives to i



